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NYSED	SOCIAL	STUDIES	FRAMEWORK		

Grade	10:	Unifying	Themes	Aligned	to	Key	Ideas	1914–Present:	Crisis	and	Achievement	in	the	
20th	Century		

10.5	UNRESOLVED	GLOBAL	CONFLICT	(1914–1945):	World	War	I	and	World	War	II	led	to	
geopoliHcal	changes,	human	and	environmental	devastaHon,	and	aPempts	to	bring	stability	and	
peace.	(Standards:	2,	3,	4,	5;	Themes:	TCC,	GEO,	GOV,	CIV,	TECH,	EXCH)		

10.5b	Technological	developments	increased	the	extent	of	damage	and	casualHes	in	both	World	
War	I	and	World	War	II.	Students	will	compare	and	contrast	the	technologies	uHlized	in	both	
World	War	I	and	World	War	II,	noHng	the	human	and	environmental	devastaHon.		

10.5c	The	devastaHon	of	the	world	wars	and	use	of	total	war	led	people	to	explore	ways	to	
prevent	future	world	wars.	Students	will	examine	internaHonal	efforts	to	work	together	to	build	
stability	and	peace,	including	Wilson’s	Fourteen	Points,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles,	the	League	of	
NaHons,	and	the	United	NaHons.		

10.6	UNRESOLVED	GLOBAL	CONFLICT	(1945–1991:	THE	COLD	WAR):	The	second	half	of	the	20th	
century	was	shaped	by	the	Cold	War,	a	legacy	of	World	War	II.	The	United	States	and	the	Soviet	
Union	emerged	as	global	superpowers	engaged	in	ideological,	poliHcal,	economic,	and	military	
compeHHon.	(Standards:	2,	3,	4,	5;	Themes:	TCC,	GOV,	ECO,	TECH,	EXCH)		

10.6a	The	Cold	War	originated	from	tensions	near	the	end	of	World	War	II	as	plans	for	peace	
were	made	and	implemented.	The	Cold	War	was	characterized	by	compeHHon	for	power	and	
ideological	differences	between	the	United	States	and	the	Soviet	Union.	Students	will	compare	
and	contrast	how	peace	was	conceived	at	Yalta	and	Potsdam	with	what	happened	in	Europe	in	
the	four	years	aber	World	War	II	(i.e.,	Soviet	occupaHon	of	Eastern	Europe,	Truman	Doctrine,	
Berlin	blockade,	NATO).		

10.6b	The	Cold	War	was	a	period	of	confrontaHons	and	aPempts	at	peaceful	coexistence.	
Students	will	invesHgate	the	efforts	to	expand	and	contain	communism	in	Cuba,	Vietnam,	and	
Afghanistan	from	mulHple	perspecHves.	Students	will	examine	the	new	military	alliances,	
nuclear	proliferaHon,	and	the	rise	of	the	military-industrial	complex.	Students	will	examine	the	
reasons	countries	such	as	Egypt	and	India	chose	nonalignment.	Students	will	explore	the	era	of	
détente	from	both	American	and	Soviet	perspecHves.		

10.6c	The	end	of	the	Cold	War	and	the	collapse	of	the	communist	bloc	in	Europe	had	a	global	
impact.		



Grade	11:	United	States	History	and	Government		

11.8.	WORLD	WAR	II	(1935	–	1945):	The	parHcipaHon	of	the	United	States	in	World	War	II	was	a	
transformaHve	event	for	the	naHon	and	its	role	in	the	world.	(Standards:	1,	2;	Themes:	TCC,	
GOV,	CIV,	TECH)		

11.8a	As	situaHons	overseas	deteriorated,	President	Roosevelt’s	leadership	helped	to	move	the	
naHon	from	a	policy	of	neutrality	to	a	pro-Allied	posiHon	and,	ulHmately,	direct	involvement	in	
the	war.	Students	will	examine	reasons	for	the	passage	of	the	Neutrality	Acts	(1935–1937)	and	
consider	the	naHonal	debate	as	a	shib	to	pro-Allied	policies,	including	“cash	and	carry”	and	
Lend-Lease.		

Students	will	trace	ongoing	negoHaHons	with	Japan	and	United	States	efforts	to	stop	Japanese	
aggression	without	resorHng	to	war	and	without	appeasing	Japanese	demands.  
Students	will	examine	the	impact	of	the	Japanese	aPack	on	Pearl	Harbor.		

Students	will	examine	President	Roosevelt’s	leadership	during	World	War	II,	including	his	role	as	
commander	in	chief	and	his	diplomaHc	efforts	to	maintain	the	Grand	Alliance.	Grades	9-12	
Students	will	examine	how	technological	advancements	altered	the	nature	of	war	and	the	
extent	of	its	devastaHon,	including	the	use	of	air	power	over	civilian	targets	and	President	
Truman’s	decision	to	use	the	atomic	bomb	against	the	Japanese	ciHes	of	Hiroshima	and	
Nagasaki.		

11.9	COLD	WAR	(1945	–	1990):	In	the	period	following	World	War	II,	the	United	States	entered	
into	an	extended	era	of	internaHonal	conflict	called	the	Cold	War	which	influenced	foreign	and	
domesHc	policy	for	more	than	40	years.	(Standards:	1,	2,	3;	Themes:	TCC,	GOV,	ECON)		

11.9a	Aber	World	War	II,	ideological	differences	led	to	poliHcal	tensions	between	the	United	
States	and	the	Soviet	Union.	In	an	aPempt	to	halt	the	spread	of	Soviet	influence,	the	United	
States	pursued	a	policy	of	containment.		

11.9b	The	United	States	and	the	Soviet	Union	engaged	in	a	nuclear	arms	race	that	eventually	
led	to	agreements	that	limited	the	arms	buildup	and	improved	United	States-Soviet	relaHons.	
Students	will	trace	the	acceleraHon	of	the	nuclear	arms	race,	beginning	with	from	the	
detonaHon	of	an	atomic	bomb	by	the	Soviet	Union	in	1949,	through	1969,	including	the	effects	
of	Sputnik	and	the	Space	Race.		

Students	will	examine	Soviet	moHves	for	placing	missiles	in	Cuba	and	the	impact	of	the	Cuban	
missile	crisis	on	Soviet-American	relaHons,	leading	to	the	adopHon	of	the	Nuclear	Test	Ban	
Treaty.		

Students	will	examine	the	policy	of	détente	and	its	effect	on	the	nuclear	arms	race.		



Grade	12:	ParPcipaPon	in	Government	and	Civics		

12.G4	POLITICAL	AND	CIVIC	PARTICIPATION:	There	are	numerous	avenues	for	engagement	in	the	
poliHcal	process,	from	exercising	the	power	of	the	vote,	to	affiliaHng	with	poliHcal	parHes,	to	
engaging	in	other	forms	of	civic	parHcipaHon.	CiHzens	leverage	both	electoral	and	non-electoral	
means	to	parHcipate	in	the	poliHcal	process.		

12.G4e	CiHzens	parHcipate	in	civic	life	through	volunteerism	and	advocacy,	including	efforts	
such	as	contacHng	elected	officials,	signing/organizing	peHHons,	protesHng,	canvassing,	and	
parHcipaHng	in/organizing	boycoPs.		

12.G5d	AcHve	and	engaged	ciHzens	must	be	effecHve	media	consumers	in	order	to	be	able	to	
find,	monitor,	and	evaluate	informaHon	on	poliHcal	issues.	The	media	have	different	venues,	
which	have	parHcular	strengths	and	serve	disHnct	and	shared	purposes.	Knowing	how	to	
criHcally	evaluate	a	media	source	is	fundamental	to	being	an	informed	ciHzen.		

12.E2b	The	choices	of	buyers	and	sellers	in	the	marketplace	determine	supply	and	demand,	
market	prices,	allocaHon	of	scarce	resources,	and	the	goods	and	services	that	are	produced.	In	a	
perfect	world,	consumers	influence	product	availability	and	price	through	their	purchasing	
power	in	the	product	market.	Product	market	supply	and	demand	determine	product	
availability	and	pricing.		

SOCIAL	STUDIES	PRACTICES	GRADES	9-12		

Gathering,	InterpreHng,	and	Using	Evidence		

Define	and	frame	quesHons	about	events	and	the	world	in	which	we	live,	form	hypotheses	as	
potenHal	answers	to	these	quesHons,	use	evidence	to	answer	these	quesHons,	and	consider	and	
analyze	counter-hypotheses.		

IdenHfy,	describe,	and	evaluate	evidence	about	events	from	diverse	sources	(including	wriPen	
documents,	works	of	art,	photographs,	charts	and	graphs,	arHfacts,	oral	tradiHons,	and	other	
primary	and	secondary	sources).		

Analyze	evidence	in	terms	of	content,	authorship,	point	of	view,	bias,	purpose,	format,	and	
audience.		

• Describe,	analyze,	and	evaluate	arguments	of	others.		

• Make	inferences	and	draw	conclusions	from	evidence.		

• Deconstruct	and	construct	plausible	and	persuasive	arguments,	using	evidence.		

• Create	meaningful	and	persuasive	understandings	of	the	past	by	fusing	disparate	and	relevant	
evidence	from	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	drawing	connecHons	to	the	present.	 



Chronological	Reasoning	and	CausaHon		

• ArHculate	how	events	are	related	chronologically	to	one	another	in	Hme	and	explain	
the	ways	in	which	earlier	ideas	and	events	may	influence	subsequent	ideas	and	
events.		

• IdenHfy	causes	and	effects	using	examples	from	different	Hme	periods	and	courses	of	
study	across	several	grade	levels.		

• IdenHfy,	analyze,	and	evaluate	the	relaHonship	between	mulHple	causes	and	effects		

• DisHnguish	between	long-term	and	immediate	causes	and	mulHple	effects	(Hme,	 
conHnuity,	and	change).		

• Recognize,	analyze,	and	evaluate	dynamics	of	historical	conHnuity	and	change	over	 
periods	of	Hme	and	invesHgate	factors	that	caused	those	changes	over	Hme.		

• Recognize	that	choice	of	specific	periodizaHons	favors	or	advantages	one	narraHve,	
region,	or	group	over	another	narraHve,	region,	or	group.		

• Relate	paPerns	of	conHnuity	and	change	to	larger	historical	processes	and	themes.		

• Describe,	analyze,	evaluate,	and	construct	models	of	historical	periodizaHon	that	 
historians	use	to	categorize	events.	Comparison	and	ContextualizaHon		

• IdenHfy	similariHes	and	differences	between	geographic	regions	across	historical	Hme	
periods,	and	relate	differences	in	geography	to	different	historical	events	and	outcomes.		

• IdenHfy,	compare,	and	evaluate	mulHple	perspecHves	on	a	given	historical	experience.		

• IdenHfy	and	compare	similariHes	and	differences	between	historical	developments	over	 
Hme	and	in	different	geographical	and	cultural	contexts.		

• Describe,	compare,	and	evaluate	mulHple	historical	developments	(within	socieHes;	 
across	and	between	socieHes;	in	various	chronological	and	geographical	contexts).		

• Recognize	the	relaHonship	between	geography,	economics,	and	history	as	a	context	for	 
events	and	movements	and	as	a	matrix	of	Hme	and	place.		

• Connect	historical	developments	to	specific	circumstances	of	Hme	and	place	and	to	 
broader	regional,	naHonal,	or	global	processes	and	draw	connecHons	to	the	present	
(where	appropriate).	  
Geographic	Reasoning		

• Ask	geographic	quesHons	about	where	places	are	located,	why	their	locaHons	are	important,	



and	how	their	locaHons	are	related	to	the	locaHons	of	other	places	and	people.		

• IdenHfy,	describe,	and	evaluate	the	relaHonships	between	people,	places,	regions,	and	
environments	by	using	geographic	tools	to	place	them	in	a	spaHal	context.	 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• IdenHfy,	analyze,	and	evaluate	the	relaHonship	between	the	environment	and	human	
acHviHes,	how	the	physical	environment	is	modified	by	human	acHviHes,	and	how	
human	acHviHes	are	also	influenced	by	Earth’s	physical	features	and	processes.		

• Recognize	and	interpret	(at	different	scales)	the	relaHonships	between	paPerns	and	
processes.		

• Recognize	and	analyze	how	place	and	region	influence	the	social,	cultural,	and	economic	
characterisHcs	of	civilizaHons.		

• Characterize	and	analyze	changing	connecHons	between	places	and	regions.	Economics	and	
Economics	Systems		

• Use	marginal	benefits	and	marginal	costs	to	construct	an	argument	for	or	against	an	approach	
or	soluHon	to	an	economic	issue.		

• Analyze	the	ways	in	which	incenHves	influence	what	is	produced	and	distributed	in	a	market	
system.	  

• Evaluate	the	extent	to	which	compeHHon	between	sellers	and	between	buyers	exists	in	
specific	markets.		

• Describe	concepts	of	property	rights	and	rule	of	law	as	they	apply	to	a	market	economy.		

• Use	economic	indicators	to	analyze	the	current	and	future	state	of	the	economy.		

• Analyze	government	economic	policies	and	the	effects	on	the	naHonal	and	global	 
economy.	Civic	ParHcipaHon		

• Demonstrate	respect	for	the	rights	of	others	in	discussions	and	classroom	debates;	
respecrully	disagree	with	other	viewpoints	and	provide	evidence	for	a	counter-	
argument.		

• ParHcipate	in	acHviHes	that	focus	on	a	classroom,	school,	community,	state,	or	naHonal	issue	
or	problem.		

• Explain	differing	philosophies	of	social	and	poliHcal	parHcipaHon	and	the	role	of	the	individual	
leading	to	group-driven	philosophies.		



• IdenHfy,	describe,	and	contrast	the	roles	of	the	individual	in	opportuniHes	for	social	and	
poliHcal	parHcipaHon	in	different	socieHes.		

• ParHcipate	in	persuading,	debaHng,	negoHaHng,	and	compromising	in	the	resoluHon	of	
conflicts	and	differences.		

• IdenHfy	situaHons	in	which	social	acHons	are	required	and	determine	an	appropriate	course	
of	acHon.		

• Work	to	influence	those	in	posiHons	of	power	to	strive	for	extensions	of	freedom,	social	
jusHce,	and	human	rights.		

• Fulfill	social	and	poliHcal	responsibiliHes	associated	with	ciHzenship	in	a	democraHc	society	
and	interdependent	global	community	by	developing	awareness	of	and/or	engaging	in	
the	poliHcal	process.	 


